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Chapter DCF 51

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS AND
PREADOPTION PREPARATION TRAINING

DCF51.01  Authority and purpose. DCF 51.06 Home study application.

DCF 51.02  Applicability. DCF 51.07 Home study

DCF 51.03  Definitions. DCF 51.08 Placement.

DCF 51.04 Need for adoptive family resources. DCF 51.09 Appeals.

DCF 51.05 Information for inquirers. DCF 51.10 Preadoption preparation training.

1 ’\é?;?s C:r?dptceornlﬁﬂsoﬁé was éinntarzrbsrig gsc(gar#ﬁ)% t;r:]ctﬁje; s. 13-92r(§|r;1) (b) adoptionof special needs children by disseminating information
1§99,Nc'>'. 521 Chapter HFS 51 was renumbered to cha{pter DamBer s. 13.%)2 aboy.tthe children to adoption agencies and prospective adoptive
(4) (b) 1., Stats.Register November 2008 No. 635 families.

. . . (4) “Applicant” means a prospective adoptive family
mu?g(;'t:egﬁh%ler Qgﬂtﬂgﬁ?{yagfds%%%sa) 5??8023%?4'3 g'f whethera married couple or a single person, completing and sign
(2), and227.11 (2), Stats., to establish criteria and procedures fcl)nrg a formal application for a home study by the department.

placemenbf special needs children in adoptive homes. The crite (5) “Application date” is thedate the department receives a
ria and procedures are intended to ensure that every special néeg¥plete,signed formal application for a honseudy from an
child is placed in a suitable adoptive placement with the best int8Pplicant.

estsof the child as the paramount concern, that the needs of thg6) “Approved for placement” means the department has
child as the primary client are met and that persons seekingdtsterminedhe applicant meets all eligibility criteria and is avail
adoptspecial needshildren are treated fairlyThis chapter is also able for placement of a special needs child of the descriptien rec
promulgatedto establish standards for preadoptiweparation ommendedn the home study

for certain first time prospectiv@doptive parents as provided in (7) “Bureau director’ means the director of the divisisn’

$.48.84 Stats., related to issues that may confront adoptive PBlireauot permanence and out—of-home care, which operates the

ents. ; ;
History: Cr. RegisterDecember1995, No. 480eff. 1-1-96; amRegistey May, spemalneeds adOptlon program.

1999,No. 521 eff. 6-1-99; emeg. am.eff. 4-1-07,CR 07-028am.Register July (8) “Closethe application process” means the department dis
2007No. 619 eff. 8-1-07. . : . -
continuesservices to an applicant for the reasons ginenDCF

DCF 51.02 Applicability. This chapter applies to the51'07(3)'
departmentto child—placing agencies providing adoptiser (9) “Department’means the \gconsin department of chil
vicesunder contract with the department, to county agencies pesenand families.
viding adoption services under contract with the departmedt  (10) “Division” means the departmentlivision of safetand
to all ﬁelasorlws making inquiry or application to the ddePa”rgemgérmanence.
to a child—placing agency or a county agency providing adoption u " L .
servicesunder contracwith the department for adoption of spe  (11) “Hold” means that action in the home study process is
cial needgchildren, including minority children, except when-proSuspendedintil the problemsr circumstances causing the -sus
ceduresnvolving the federal Indian Child gifareAct, 25 USC Pensionare resolved, but for no longer than 6 months.
1901 to 1963 apply In this section, “child—-placing agency” (12) “Home study” means the evaluation of an applicant
meansa private child—placing agency licensed undeDfBF 54 purposesof adoption by assessing and documenting the -appli
to accepiguardianship of children and to place children under itant'spotential to appropriately and safely care for a special needs
guardianshigdor adoption, and “county agency” means a countghild placed for adoption and includes the proceduresiCs:
socialservices department underd$.2150r 46.22 Stats., or a 51.07(1).
countyhuman servicedepartment under 46.23 Stats. Section (13) “Home study application” means a department form

DCF 51.10applies to a proposed adoptive parent who has not pieio requesa home study and provided to inquirers who have
viously adopted a child with whom a child is placed or will bgeen screened by the department and who meet current needs for
placedunder s48.8330r 48.837 Stats., or who brings a child 54optivefamily resources for placement of special nezdiiren,

from aforeign country to Wéconsin for adoption under48.839 persons wanting to adopt a special nezfdlsl already placed
Sﬁtj& . Cr. RegisterDecember1995, No. 480ef. 1-1-96: amRegisterMa in their homewhen the child is under guardianship of the depart
1999,N0¥.521.e1f. g—l—ég; correc?ion made under s. 13.93 (ém) (b)%., S{mglg mentor to persons authorized for a home study und&Cs:

ter November 2002 No. 56@meg. am.ef.. 4-1-07;,CR 07-028am.Register July 51.05(4) (h) and(i).

2007 No. 619eff. 8-1-07; correctiomade under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Staegister « . N .
No\/emberzogos No. 635 @) () 9 (14) “Informational meeting’means a meeting conducted by

the department for the purpose of describing special needs chil
DCF 51.03 Definitions. In this chapter: drencurrently needing adoptive families and to provide inferma

(1) “Administrator” means the administrator of the divisiontion about the procedure for adopting through the department and
(2) “Adoption” means the method provided unde€s81to informationabout adoption resources such as adoption assistance.

48.975 Stats., to establish the legal relationship of parent and(15) “Inquiry” means a contact made witie department to
child between persons who are not related by birth, with the saifidicatean interest in adoptingspecial needs child and request
mutualrights and obligations that exist between childrenthanl  ing information about the program and instructions regarding the
birth parents. screeningprocess.

(3) “Adoption information exchange” means tdepartment (159) “Licensed child welfare agency” means amgency
program under s®)CF 50.07to 50.09 intended to facilitatéhe licensedby the department under48.6Q Stats., and ctDCF 54
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DCF 51.03 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 48

to place children in foster homes and other out-of-home careDCF 51.05 Information for inquirers. (1) WRITTEN
facilities and to license foster homes or treatment foster homesiForMATION. Thedepartment shall provide to each person who

(15r) “Licensedprivate adoption agency” means a licensef@kesan inquiry written information describirtge special needs

child welfareagency specifically authorized to place children fordoptionprogram, the number argpe of adoptive homes eur
adoption. rently needed and the timasd places of upcoming informational

(16) “Region” means one of 7 county groupings designased meetings.

principal field service areaby the division for purposes of pro  (2) REGIONAL INFORMATIONAL MEETINGS. The department
gramadministration. shall conduct at least one group informational meeting in each

region following the announcement efeeded adoptive family
esourcesinder sSDCF 51.04 (2) The department may hold addi
onal group informational meetings or may meet individually
with inquiring families prior to the date s€reening. At the group
mameetingsor individual meetings the department shall provide
ﬁﬁormationregarding adoption procedures, the screening process
andthe number and type of adoptive homes currently needed.

(3) ReQuIREDATTENDANCE. All persons desiring to proceed to
e screening and application process shall attend either a group

(17) “Screening’means a departmeptocedure to determine |
which inquiring familiesappear best able to meet current neeq

eligibility requirements and the published description of ho
neededor children in the months prior to the beginning ofribat
screeningprocess.
(18) “Specialneeds child” means a child legally free for adop,,
t'?n and waiting for aE adoptive placement who meets the CIteHf individual informational meeting. Attendance is reeom
of s.DCF 50.03 (1) (b) ) mendedput not required, for persons who attended a department
(18g) "State-fundedoster care and adoption resoune®  informationalmeeting within the past 2 years. Group informa
ter’” means an entity established and funded by the departmgsrial meetings shall be held at handicapped—accessible sites and
unders.48.55 Stats., to provide information, technieasistance, all letters and notices for the group meetisball describe how
andother services. specialaccommodations can be arranged. Persons invited to
(18r) “State—fundecpostadoption resoura@nter’ means an eitheran individual or group informational meetibgt failing to
entity established and funded Hye department under48.55 respondor attend after 2 notices shall be dropped from the depart

Stats. to provide postadoption services. ment'sinquiry list.
(19) “Unit supervisor” means the supervisdrthe adoption (4) ScreeNING. (a) The department shall provide a screening
staffin a region of the division. form to each person who attends a group or individual inferma

History: Cr. Register December1995, No48q eff. 1-1-96; am. (7), (9), (10) tional meeting and desires to continue with the screening process.

and(19),Registey May, 1999, No. 52]lef.. 6-1-99;CR 02-101am. (3),Register i iaibili
Novermberog02 No. 563ef, 12-1-02: emay. ot (15g). (15), (189) and (10 fef Theform shall enable persons to documietr eligibility under

4-1-07.CR 07-028cr. (159), (15¢), (18g) and (18iRegister July 2007 No. 619 S-DCF 51.07 (8for the program and to specify special neatd
eff. 8-1-07; corrections in (3), (7), (8), (9), (10), (12), (13), (15g), andrER)e  goriesfor whichthey wish to be considered. The department shall

unders.13.92 (4) (b) 6and7., Stats. Register November 2008 No. 635 not continue the screening process for persons declining te com
plete a screening form or to persons provigedcreening form
who do not complete and return the form prior to the published
date of screening. The written information provided witte
reeningform shall indicate the date and place the screening
rmsare due. All communications regarding fbem or requests
additional information shall include instructions for persons
edingassistance to complete the form.

(b) The department shatlocument the date the screening
informationis received with all required information provided.

DCF 51.04 Need for adoptive family resources.
(1) DETERMINATION OF NEED FOR ADOPTIVE FAMILY RESOURCES.
At least 3times in each calendar year the department shall-de
mine the types of homesxpected to be needed for placement q
specialneeds children, and the number of each type of ho
needed. The typesof homes needed shall be determined by,
examining children registered with the adoption information
exchangeand children expected to beed for adoption and need
ing placement prior to the next screeningpds of homes needed . e . .
mayinclude but are not limited to homes where the applicant pre (¢) kT he departmennozliy _ot_)talnbaddltlonal _|nforrgzé@|pn ”?ed?d
fersa child of a particular age or sex, homes for sibling groups atrq?ma e a screening decision by requesting additional written
homes that will take children with emotional, behavioral or phydfformationor by conducting a screening interview
cal problemsand needs. The department shall determine the nup (d) The information supplied by the person and provided to the
ber of homesof each type needed by comparing the numbers @gPartment under pai®) and(c) shall be reviewed by the depart
needechomes of each typeith adoptive families already studiedMentaccording to the following criteria: . .
by the department and available for placement. The department1. That the person meets a need for adoptive family resources
may set the numbers of needed homes higher in any categorgleierminedn s.DCF 51.04 (1)
may admit additional families t@ompensate for unexpected 2. That the person is likely to meet eligibility criteria iDE€F
intake of children or for applicants who are not approved or drdgl.07(8).
out of the process for amgason. The department may limitthe 3. That when inquiries exceed the need for adoptive family
total number of adoptive families selected in any region or oth@isourcesletermined in DCF 51.04 (1) preference is given to

geographic area of the state. inquiriesfrom persons who demonstrate greater interest and expe
(2) ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEEDED ADOPTIVE FAMILY RESOURCES. riencewith multiple types of special needs.
After the department under sifh) determines the need fadop (e) If the department determines that the person making the

tive family resources, the department shall publicize a descriptimmyuiry does not meet the screening criteria in @jror the need

of the number and type of adoptive homesded and information for adoptive family resources determined iDEF 51.04 (1has

on the screening process by doing the following: beenmet, thedepartment shall notify the person making the
(a) Prominently displaying a description of the special neettgjuiry within 30 days of the date tlsereening form was due of

adoption program at each location the department operates. the reasons why the department has determined that the person
(b) Publishing the information at regular intervals in adoptio#oesnot meet screening criteria.

exchangepublications. (f) If the department determines that a person making an
(c) Providing updated information regarding needed adoptiiequiry meets the screening criteria in p@f), the department

family resources to persons and agencies requesting informagball notify the inquirer in writing within 30 days of the date the

aboutadoption of special needs children. screeningform was due and provide the inquireith a formal
History: Cr. Register December1995, No. 480eff. 1-1-96. applicationform and instructions for completing it.
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(g) Persons interested in adopting a special needs child alreadyc) Verification of financial information, employmentre
in their home who is legally free for adoption are exempt fromious foster care or adoptive parent status.
attendinginformational meetings and from screenirggjuire (d) Verification of birth, marriage, divorce and naturalization.
ments. Those persons may request and shall be provided with ane) A check of police records and department of justice crimi
applicationform from the departmerstregional dice responsi  nalrecords in accordance withBCF 56.05 (1) (f)
ble for service to the child at any time after the department (fy |ndividual or group interviews.
becomeghe guardian of the child.

mationalmeetings and from screening requirements.
(i) The bureau director or a designee may authorize a home3) DECISION TO CLOSEAPPLICATION. (@) Home study of an
studyof a family other than a applicant selected in @y (g) or @PPlicantmay cease and the home study application try
(h) only if there is documented evidence that the action is nec&@sedat any time during the home study process if the department
saryto ensure that an adoptive home is made available on a ti rminesany of the following: o _
basisfor a special needs child awaiting placement for whom no” 1. Thatthe applicant does not meet eligibility requirements
studiedfamily or family screened and in the process of homf@f this chapter or foster home requirements ofXQF 56
studyis known as an appropriate resource. 2. That the applicant provided false informattorthe depart
History: Cr. RegisterDecember1995, No. 480efl. 1-1-96; corrections in (2), ment.
(1) {@). (e and (e) made undet.8.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register November 2008 No. 3 -1y 4¢ the final determination on the adoptive family assess
mentis unacceptable.
DCF 51.06 Home study application. (1) The depart 4. That theapplicant no longer desires to adopt a special needs
ment shall provide a home study application form to persomsild or applies to adopt through another agency
whomthe department has determined meet the screening require(b) A decision to close an application during home study shall
mentsunder sDCF 51.05 (4) (dpr persons described inBCF  be made by a team which includes, at a minimum, the social
51.05(4) (g)or (h). The application form shall be used to requestorkerand the unit supervisorny decision to close applica
a home studyto describe social, educational and financial detaifion shall be made in writing to the applicant and shall include rea
aboutfamily members and to certify that all applicatioforma  sonsfor the closing and information about the right to appeal that
tion is true. Completed application forms shall be accepted frafacisionunder sDCF 51.09
personsthe department has determined meet screening require (c) The department shall close an application when the-appli
mentsunder sDCF 51.05 (4) (djand persons described ird&CF  cantawaiting a home studyoves out of state. The department
51.05(4) (9) (h) and(i). shall close the case of an approved applicant who movesfout
(2) If the departmenteceives an incomplete home studytate before a child is placed. Upon written request of the
applicationform, the form shall be returned to the inquifer approvedapplicant and an adoptive agency in the other state, and
completion. The application date is the date the form is receivadthin a 2 year interval between closing and the request, the
by the department witcomplete information. The departmenidepartmentshall furnish acopy of the completed study to the
may close the application process to any person who hagpbeen adoptionagency in that other state.

vided with an application fornif the form has not been returned (4) SUSPENSIONOF HOME STUDY. Home study of an applicant
within 60 days after the date of mailing. may be suspendeand the application placed on hold at any time
(3) If the applicant is aware of a potentiahflict of interest the department determines that the applicant temporarily fails to
betweenthe applicant and the departmentgional dice han  meettheeligibility criteria under sul(8) or is not ready to proceed
dling the application, the applicant may request, and the depavith the study or placement but there is a likelihood thatehe
mentshall arrange fothe application to be processed by anotheonsfor suspending the home study may be remedied within 6
regionaloffice. If the department is aware of a potential confliohonths. The department shall notify applicant in writing of a
of interest betweeithe applicant and the regionalfiof that decision to place the home study on hold, along with the reasons
would normally handle the application, the departmshall for the decision and the conditions under which the home study
arrangefor the application to be processed by another regiorrahy be resumed. If the reason for placing a home study on hold
office. If the applicant is an employee of the division, the honie resolved within 6 months after placing the home studyaid,
studyshall be conducted by another public agency authorizedthe department shall resume the home stiice reason for plac
perform adoptions or the applicant may request service fromirgg the home study on hold is n@tsolved within 6 months after
licensedadoption agency and request reimbursement of eligitpéacingthe home study on holthe department shall notify the
expensesinder sDCF 50.05 (3) applicantin writing that the home study application is closed.

History: Cr. Registey Decembgr1995, No. 480eff. 1-1-96; corrections in (1) i ifind i
and (3) made under $3.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register November 2008 No. 635 (5) NOTIFICATION OF RESULTS. Appllcants shall be notified in
writing of the results of the home studgsessment process. The
departmenshall notify an applicant who does moeet the eligi

purposeof the home study is to determine the applisamotiva  Pility criteria under su(8) of the reasons the applicant is not
tion, resources, readiness and ability to parent a special ne@ggrovedfor placement. An applicant who meets the eligibility
child, to assess the relative risk of maltreatnargpecial needs criteriain sub.(8) shall be natified of that finding, including rec

children, and to assess the availability of supportive resourc@@mendationsbout the number and type of children that will be

within the family and the community The process includes consideredor placement, but that a positive home study assess
assessingnformation provided on the applicatiform and infor ~Ment does not guarantee placement of a child.
mationobtained from other documents, contacts wetfierences (6) UprpaTiNG. An applicant approved and waiting for place
andother collateral contacts and interviews with applicant familpentshall be contacted at least twice annually bydiygartment
members.The home study may include: for updating of information about the applicant. Updated infor
(@) An assessment using an adoptive family assessment prationshall be added to the home study rearigast annually
cesswhich covers at least the criteria in s(&). (7) NOTIFICATION OF CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES. Applicants
(b) Verbal or written statements from at leaseferences pro shallnotify the department immediately of any change in their cir
vided by the family in addition to the family’physician. cumstancessuch as arrests or convictions, death, separation,

DCF 51.07 Home study. (1) PURPOSEAND PROCESS.The
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divorce,foster care or adoptive placements or significant changaseckinglistings of approved homes, by requesting and reading
in health, income or child care arrangements. Applicantsomestudy assessments, and by consulting with thé \sted
approvedfor placement and licensed as foster parents shall alsmductedhe home studySocial workers may contact approved
comply with the notification requirements of &CF 56.05 (1) (c) applicantsto obtain additionainformation and to discuss the
1.d.and56.06 (1) (a)(b), and(f). The department shall considemeedsof a particular child needing adoptive placement.
the Updated |nf0rmat|0n_ and _may _rQVIse the home Study flnd|ngs.(4) A app“cant studied and approved for adoption by the
Applicants shall be notified in writing of anghange in home gepartmenbr another adoption agency megntact a department
studyfindings and the reasons for the change. socialworker to request additional information abauthild reg
(8) EuciBILITY CRITERIA. The department shalise the fol isteredwith the adoption informatioaxchange or to indicate the
lowing criteria in making a home study and in determininfamily’s interest in adopting a particular child. The social worker
whetherto approve an applicant for placement of a special neeitfgly request the approved applicant to authorize in writing the
child: releaseof a home study assessment, including any updatas to
(a) Foster homelicensing rules. The applicant shall meet thehomestudy assessment, to the department.
requirement®f ch.DCF 56 An exception to aequirementinch.  (5) Pregnancyf an applicant after a child is placed for adop
DCF 56 requires the approval of the bureau director orpeat tion and beforghe adoption becomes final in court is noffisuf

son’sdesignee. cientreason for the department to remove the child placed for
(b) Financial. The applicant shafirovide documentation that adoptionunless requested by the applicant.
the applicants income is stitient to meet the applicastfamily (6) After placement of a child but before the adoption is final

obligations without reliance on adoption assistance paymenige department may remove the child from the home if the depart
receivedfor the care of children placed for adoption, and reasomentdetermines that it is in the best interesitthe child or there
ableassurance of provision for meeting future needs following reason to be concerned about the safety of the child.

adoption. (7) Personshall complete the legal adoption of a child placed

(c) Health. The applicant shall complete a health examinatiq, them before theynay request a screening for a subsequent
form provided by the department to meet the requiremergs oL doption.

DCF 56.05 (1) (epnd to verify that the health of the applicant is History: Cr. Registey December1995, No. 480eff. 1-1-96.
suchthat he or shis physically able to parent a special needs child
andthat there is reasonable assurance that the applicant is physDCF 51.09 Appeals. (1) Inquirers who are screened out
cally, mentally and emotionally able to raise a child to 18 yefrsby the department or applicants who are placetiadd or whose
age. Upon request, the applicant shall authorize release of inflome study is terminated or fovhom a negative home study
mationto the department concerning results of any medical assessmerns made by the department shall be notified in writing
mentalhealth evaluation or treatment or aassessment or treat of the reason for that determination and of the opportunity to
mentfor alcohol or othedrug abuse. The department may requirgppealthat decision.
asecond medical opinion or a psychological or personality test of(z) (a) A person under sufl) desiring to appeal a decision
theappllcar_lt or oth_er f_amlly member at the departmemtpense_. of the department regarding a screening or an application

(d) Family functioning. The department shall gather familywithin 30 days after the date of that notice, do one of the following:

andchild information during the home study process and docu ¢ Request a review by the manager of the divisisettion
mentthis information in a famillassessment. An applicant demwhich conducted the screening or home study

onstratingsignificant risk to children does not meet eligibility-cri > Request a review by the bureau director
teria. The assessment shall consider at least the foIIowinq\‘ 3 a f y ) o
ote: To request a review by the section manager or bureau djrectiar.

information:functioning of children in the home; vulnerability of Director
children inthe home; how an applicant views the applicacitit Bureau of Permanence and Out-of-Home Care
dren;an applicans levelof functioning; social, educational and PO. Box 8916

Madison, Wi 53708-8916
(b) If the inquirer or applicant requesting the review under par
(a) 1.or2.is not satisfied with the finding of the revigwe or she
, mayrequest in writing a review by the division administratar
finding by the division administrator is final.
Note: To request a review by the division administrataite:

healthhistory of family members; parenting practices and philos
ophy; interpersonal relationshipstemographic factors; family
memberroles and communications; extended fantinsider
ations; an applicans views aboumaltreatment; an applicaat
views about adoptable children; an applicanttews about birth

parentspreparation of all family members for adoption;agpli Administrator
cant'smotivation anccommitment; resources available within the Division of Safety and Permanence
family; and external or community resources. PO. Box 8916

: i _ Madison, Wi 53708-8916

(e) Marital status. Applications shall be accepted from: (c) A review under paxa) or (b) shall be completed and the

1. Adult married couples, living togethevhoareresidents finding communicated in writing to the person requesting the
of Wisconsin and married for at least oyear on the date of reviewwithin 30 days after the request for review is recelwed
application. the department.

2. Single adult Mtconsin residents. History: Cr. Register December1995, No. 480eff. 1-1-96; ef. emeg. am. (2)

History: Cr. Registey Decembgr1995, No. 480efl. 1-1-96; corrections in (1) (a) eff. 4-1-07,CR 07-028am. (2) (a) 1.Register July 2007 No. 616f. 8-1-07.
(e), (3) (@) 1., (7), (8) (a) and (chade under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stdkegister . . L.
November2002 No. 563corrections in (1) (e), (3) (@) 1., (b), (7). (8) (@) and (c) made DCF 51.10 Preadoption preparation training.

unders. 13.92 (4) (b) 7., Stat®egister November 2008 No. G86rrectionsin (1) 1) WHO MUST RECEIVE PREADOPTION TRAINING. As required

(8). (7) made under s, 1392 (4) (b) 7., Stats. Register August 2011 No. 668. Ejn)ders. 48.84 (1) Stats., all of the following individuaishall
receive preadoption preparatiomaining before the adoption is
finalized:

(a) The proposed adoptive parent or parents of a child placed

DCF 51.08 Placement. (1) A team which includes the
child’s social worker the applicans social worker and a unit

supervisorshall make all decisions to place a child with an appl}i - ; .
or adoption under €8.833 Stats., if the proposed adoptive-par
cantapproved for placement. o entor parents have not previously adopted a child.
_(2) Theteam shall attempt to place siblings together unless it 1)) The proposed adoptive parent or parents pripetition
is determined not to be in the best interests of the children. ing for placement of a child faadoption under €18.837 Stats.,
(3) Socialworkers with responsibility for placement of ehil if the proposed adoptive parent or parents have not previously
dren shall seek out studied and approved homesegylarly adopteda child.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
RegisterAugust 201 No. 668 is the date the chapter was last published.
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(c) A proposed adoptive parent or parents prior to bringing 2. The training on the competencies shall assure that the adop
child into this state for adoption under®.839 Stats.jf the pre  tive parent or parents are provided with information appropriate
posedadoptive parent or parents have not previously adoptedoahe needs of the child to be adopted.
child. (c) Format of training. The preadoptive preparation training

(d) A proposed adoptive parent or pargmii®r to receiving may be provided using a variety of formats including, butlinot
departmentpproval of the placement for an international adojited to, face—to—face individual or group training, audio—visual
tion under s48.97, Stats. means,and printed material. In all methods, there shall be an

Note: A proposed adoptive parent or parents who adopted a child in a forésgn - opportunityfor the adoptive parent to discuss, in person, with a
diction before April 1, 2007, and that adoption is recognizethe State of Wcon-  representativef the agency arranging the adoption the material
ng\/gll not be considered a first-time adoptive parent or parents for purpdses-of presentecand an opportunity to present and receive answers to

Note: A proposed adoptive parent or parents who adopted a ctifid rourt of ~ @ny questions. The agency through which ddeptive parent or
any other state or nation, while the parent was a resident of that state or nation, gadentsare adopting the child shall also determine through in per
thenseeks to adopt a tlifentchild in a Wsconsin court will not be considered a first- ¢ )y ~yntact with the adoptive parent or parents whether the adop

time adoptive parent or parents for the purposes of DCF 51.10. tive parent or parents have learned the competencies identified in
(2) WHO MAY PROVIDE PREADOPTIVE PREPARATION TRAINING. rPar- (b) 1. a.toj.

As required under si8.84 (1) Stats., preadoptive preparatio (4) EXCEPTION TO THE PREADOPTION PREPARATION TRAINING
training shall be provided to a person identified in gdhby an h S
9 b P apby any (a) If the preadoptive parent or parents hefdsder care license

oneof the following entities: A o L ;
g andreceived foster parent training within the 12 months prior to

(@) Alicensed child welfare agency C h .
. . . the application to adopt a child, the preadoptive parent or parents
(b) A licensed private adoption agency shall%% all of the foIIoF\)/ving: P P P P

(c) The state adoption information exchange undédB%5 1. Attend the orientation under syB) (a)

Stats. - ) N
. 2. Participate in core competenicgining under suly3) (b),

(d) ;het Sttaf atzljopén]? n tcenter undgm%55 t_Stats. texceptas provided in pa(b) of this subsection.

() A state—funded foster care and adoption resource center (b) The agency through which the preadoptive parent er par

() A state-funded postadoption resource center entshave applied to adopt a child shall compare the competencies

(3) CONTENT AND NUMBER OF HOURS OF PREADOPTIONPREPA  includedin thefoster parent training received by the preadoptive
RATION TRAINING. (@) Orientation. The training shall include a parentor parents under pga) with the core competencies identi
minimumof 2 hours of orientation for the adoptive parent of pafied in sub.(3) (b). The adoption agency shall require the preadop
entsto the purpose and function of the agency through which thi¢e parentor parents to participate in the preadoptive training to
child is beingadopted and a description of the support and seke extent that is necessary for the preadoppiarent or parents
vicesavailable to the adoptive familyy that agency and other to have received 2 hours of orientation training under @)k{a)
postadoptionservices available to the adoptive family througlind 16 hours of core training thatludesall of the core compe
otheragencies. tenciesunder sub(3) (b) through either the previous fosfarent

(b) Core competencies. 1. Training on the core competenciestraining or the preadoptive preparation training.
identified in this paragraph shall consist of a minimum of 16 (5) DocuUMENTATION AND RECORDOF THE RECEIPTOF THE PREA-
hours. Any training provided to meet the requirements of this segopTiIoNPREPARATIONTRAINING. (a) Documentation of the receipt
tion by any of the entities described in s(®). shall include the of the preadoption preparation trainisigall be maintained in the
attainment ofspecificknowledge by the adoptive parent or-parpreadoptive parerstor parents’ record for at least 5 years, unless
entsthrough the development of the following competencies: otherwiserequired by statute or regulation, byafithe following:

a. Adoption and its impact on parenting and family dynamics. 1. The preadoptive parent or parents.

b. The issues for a child in an adoptive placement. 2. The agency through whithe preadoptive parent or par
c. Loss and grief fothe adopted child and the adoptive faments have applied to adopt a child.
ily. 3. The agency which granted the foster care license under ch.
d. Attachment issues in adoptive placements. DCF 56to the preadoptive parent or parents.
e. Support and resources for adopted children and adoptive 4- The agency which provided the preadoptive preparation
families. trainingto the preadoptive parent or parents.

(b) The documentation of the training received and competen

f. Cultural sensitivity in adoption. cieslearned by the preadoptive parenparents shall be provided

g. Efiects of abuse and neglect in adoption. by any of the entities under péa) 1.to4. to anycounty state, or
h. Legal issues relating to adoption. federalentity which is authorized to determine compliance with
i. Issues of children being adopted from an institutionalizétie requirements of this chapter
care setting, History: Emeg. cr efl. 4-1-07;CR 07-028cr. RegisterJuly 2007 No. 61%f.
. . . . . 8-1-07;correction in (5) (a) 3. made unde.8.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.Register Novem
j- Educational issues in adoption. ber2008 No. 635

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
is the date the chapter was last published. RegisterAugust 201 No. 668
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